
 
Our Lady of the Prairie 

Area Faith Community 

December 20, 2020 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Pastor –Fr. Anthony Stubeda, 507-532-5711  

(Holy Redeemer Church, Marshall). 

Senior Associate Pastor –Fr. Andrew Michels, 507-766-3678 

Senior Associate Pastor - Rev. Dennis Labat, 507-829-2412 

Websites:  www.ourladyoftheprairie-afc.org, 

 www.holy-redeemer.com 
 

 

St. Mary’s Church, 249 6th Street, Tracy, MN  56175, 507-629-4075, stmary@iw.net 

Mass times:  8:30 a.m. Wednesdays, 8:30 a.m. Fridays, 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

Confessions times:  30 Minutes before Sunday Masses; 11 a.m. Saturdays 

Contact information:  Secretary:  Carol Strand, 507-629-4075 

    Religious Education Coordinator: Diann Timmerman, 507-401-1038, resaintmary@gmail.com 

    Maintenance:  Tim Amick, 507-829-5197 

    Prayer Network:  Alita Lenertz:  507-629-4145 

                                    Lota Hannasch, 507-629-4866 

    WG Prayer Line:  Pam Baumann, 507-859-2503 

 

 

St. Mary’s School:  225 6th Street, Tracy, MN  56175, 507-629-3270  

                                             www.stmarysschooltracy.org 

Office Hours:  8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Monday – Friday 

Contact information:  Principal: Lisa Dieter, lisa.dieter.sms@gmail.com 

    Secretary:  Chris Schons, chris.schons.sms@gmail.com 

    School Cafeteria:  Gwen Johnson, 507-629-3841 

    Maintenance:  Tim Amick, 507-829-5197 

 

 
St. Michael’s Church: 200 Euclid Ave, Milroy, MN  56263, 507-336-2505,  

                                       stmichael@mnval.net 

Mass times:  5:30 p.m. Tuesdays & Thursdays, 8:30 a.m. Sundays  

Confessions times:  30 Minutes before all Masses 

Contact information:  Pastoral Associates: Don & Jean Schmidt, 507-336-2583 

                                                                              stmichael@mnval.net, djschmidt@mnval.net 

Religious Education Coordinator:  Suzanne Lightfoot, 507-336-2505,                         

                                                                  restmichaels@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper:  Kami Parker, 507-828-6515 

Church Cleaner:  Linda Dolan, 507-829-1032 

Groundskeeper:  Larry Karsten, 507-336-2624 

 

 

Baptisms:  Contact Diann Timmerman at the St. Mary’s parish office (for both St Mary’s and St Michael’s parishes)         

Marriages:  Contact Priest at least 6 months prior to the desired wedding date for preparation requirements. 

Hospitalized or ill parishioners:  Contact Priest. 

New Ulm Diocese Catholic Charities:  Counseling and adoptions toll-free at 1-866-670-5163. 

FORMED.org audio-videos:  www.ourladyoftheprairie-afc.formed.org, or www.formed.org access code #YW2JXQ 

 

Other local Mass times: 

Campus Religious Center, SMSU, Marshall:  12:00 p.m. Tuesdays & Thursdays (while school is in session); 6:00 p.m. Sundays. 

Holy Redeemer Church, Marshall:  5:30 p.m. Mondays; 7 a.m. Tuesday – Friday; 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Saturdays and 8 a.m., 10 

a.m., & 12:30 p.m. (Spanish), 6 p.m.  Sundays.  

St. Mary’s, Cottonwood:   9:00 a.m. Sundays, 5:30 p.m. Wednesdays

 

http://www.ourladyoftheprairie-afc.org/
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UPCOMING AT OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIE AREA FAITH COMMUNITY: 
 

Sun., Dec. 20:  8-8:20 a.m.  Confessions at St. Michael’s in Milroy 

   8:30 a.m.  Mass at St. Michael’s in Milroy 

      + George Bakker 

   10-10:20 a.m.  Confessions at St. Mary’s in Tracy 

    10:30 a.m.  Mass at St. Mary’s in Tracy  

      Joe & Rosemary VanKeulen 

2:30 p.m. Communal celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation  

  at St. Michael’s in Milroy 

 

Tues., Dec. 22:  5-5:20 p.m.  Confessions at St. Michael’s in Milroy 

   5:30 p.m.  Mass at St. Michael’s in Milroy 

      +  Jerry Guggisberg 

 

Wed., Dec. 23:   8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Mary’s in Tracy 

               +  Weisbrich Family 

 

*Thurs., Dec. 24: 2 p.m.   Christmas Eve Mass at St. Michael’s in Milroy  

        + Doug Louwagie 

  5 p.m.  Christmas Eve Mass at St. Mary’s in Tracy 

     +  Crystal Stassen 

    Parish Office Closed 

   

Fri., Dec. 25:   8:30 a.m.  Christmas Day Mass at St. Michael’s in Milroy 

     + Mary Lanoue 

  10:30 a.m.  Christmas Day Mass at St. Mary’s in Tracy  

     + Chris Hannasch 

 

 Sat., Dec. 26:    No Confessions in Tracy 

 

Sun., Dec. 27:  8-8:20 a.m.  Confessions at St. Michael’s in Milroy 

   8:30 a.m.  Mass at St. Michael’s in Milroy 

      + Joe & Mike Larsen 

   10-10:20 a.m.  Confessions at St. Mary’s in Tracy 

    10:30 a.m.  Mass at St. Mary’s in Tracy  

      + Laurence & Judy Lenertz 
 

*We will have Mass on Thursdays in Tracy for Walnut Grove intentions until Country View reopens to allow us to have 

Mass at their location again. 

 

TO LIVE STREAM GO TO  www.holy-redeemer.com/live.html 
 

Prayer Network prayers for healing for all the sick and other needs in the area faith community especially: Grace 

Tomas;  Joe Blanchette; Marion Swan; Toby Chaplain; Woman with spinal cancer; Lady with lung cancer; Brad Styles; 

Joey Styles; Ken Brewers; Ken Giles; Mother who lost her baby; John Thomas; Mary Anderson; Ralph Steegner; Carol 

Louwagie; Rex & Bonnie; Lawrence Stassen; Josh Leach; Leah Tuszysnki; Dar Rolling; Shorty Engel; Charles 

Hannasch; MaryAnn Blanchette; Ric Morgan; Sandy Alcorn; Ron and Evie Stadick; Bonnie Boerboom; Mary Leonard; 

Linda Fultz;  Larry Karsten.  If you know of someone who should now be removed from the sick list, please let the 

rectory know. Names will be left on the list for 1 month and then taken off, if you wish them put on again please 

contact the office we will gladly put them on again 

 
Pray for safety for all those serving in the military from our families and from our communities especially:  

Aaron Moudry, Lucas Karnes, Troy Sik, Joe Goodnow, Stuart Stroman, Patrick Carnahan, Brad & Andrea Bond, 

Travis Davis, Martin Hamsa, Cole DeBlieck, Patricia Baker, Pat Weisbrich, and Troy Baumann. 

 

 

http://www.holy-redeemer.com/live.html


 
Holy Communion for those Not Attending Christmas Mass 

Several families who are choosing not to attend Christmas Masses during the Corona Virus pandemic 

have approached Fr. Tony about the reception of Holy Communion for Christmas. On Christmas Eve, 

December 24, from 8:30 – 10:00 a.m., Fr. Tony will be in church at Holy Redeemer for the 

distribution of Holy Communion to those choosing to keep themselves more isolated at this time. He 

asks that families prepare for the reception of Holy Communion before they enter church. They should 

pray the Confiteor, “I confess to almighty God…,” or an Act of Contrition. They should also pray the 

Our Father. When you enter church approach Father Tony to receive Holy Communion and a 

Christmas blessing. If there are various families in church at the same time, please maintain safe social 

distancing, and respect each families desire to remain within their own bubble. 

 

ST. MARY’S AREA FAITH COMMUNITY 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
ECHOES Weekly Newsletter 

  

Week of December 20-26, 2020 

  Character Word of the Month “Forgiveness”   

1 Thessalonians 5:15 “See that no one returns evil for evil; rather,  

always seek what is good for each other and for all.” 

 
Sunday, December 20th 

10:30 Mass at St. Mary’s Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  

Merry Christmas, May the Love of God fill you all 

on this Marvelous, Wonderful Day, the Birth of 

our Lord, Jesus Christ.  May the Peace and Joy 

of our Lord and Savior fill your souls. 
 

 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1.  St. Mary’s School Christmas Holiday will begin on Monday, 

December 21st.  There will be NO School from December 21, 2020 

through January 1, 2021. 

2. Distance Learning will take place the week following our Christmas 

Holiday, January 4 – 8, 2021. 

3. Monday, January 4, 2021 will be a NO School day for students.  This day will be a planning and 

preparation day for teachers. 

4.  Students will begin Distance Learning on Tuesday, January 5, 2021. 

5. Please let Mrs. Dieter know if you need an iPad for your child’s Distance Learning.  Technology to 

“Zoom” will be required. 

6. Students and staff will resume In-Person Learning on Monday, January 11, 2021. 

 

ST. MARY’S 

CALENDAR 

WINNERS 
 

Dec. 11 – $100  
Kris Hansen 

Dec 18 - $100  
Dan Lanoue;  

Christmas winner - 
$500 

 Kim Horner 



OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIE FAITH COMMUNITY NEWS: 
 
NOTE: PLEASE HAVE ANY ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE BULLETIN IN BY WEDNESDAY 

10:00 A.M.  PLEASE SEND ALL BULLETIN INFORMATION TO THE CHURCH OFFICE - e-

mail use: stmary@iw.net or call the office 629-4075. 

 

IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION FOR THE AFC WEBSITE – e-mail the Parish office at  

stmary@iw.net or call the office 629-4075. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 
Holy Redeemer, St. Mary and St. Michael Christmas Mass Participation Process and Information 

As we approach Christmas, it is clear that we will have to adjust how we invite people to participate. For everyone’s safety we 

need to maintain social distancing and respect the maximum capacity of our space. To help as many people as possible to participate 

in Christmas celebrations we have added extra Masses, and are instituting a reservation system for our Masses on Christmas. We are 

requiring reservations for our Masses to avoid overcrowding. Please visit https://parishreservations.com/bololp to make your 

reservation. If you cannot do so on line, please call the parish office for assistance. Attendance will be based on the number of distanced 

spaces available in the church. Once the maximum number has been reached, we will not accept any more reservations for that 

particular Mass. This may mean that you have to change which Mass you attend, but it will allow us to receive as many of you as 

possible within the limitations we have. Let us continue to ask God to send us relief, and look forward to the day we will be able to 

gather more simply and in greater numbers. 

At Holy Redeemer – 507-532-5711- Christmas Eve 2 p.m, 4 p.m., 8 p.m. 10 p.m.; Bilingual at 6 p.m; Christmas Day 8 a.m. 

and 10 a.m. 

Our maximum capacity is 225 people. We will ask everyone to come through the Lyon Street and elevator doors on the lower 

level of the church. Someone will check you in at that point. If you do not have a reservation you will be invited to our 50 person 

overflow space in Carlin Hall. Once our capacity is reached we will not be able to invite anyone else to participate. The side doors to 

the church will be locked to remind you to enter on the lower level.  

At St. Mary’s – 629-4075 – Christmas Eve Mass 5 p.m. FULL – Christmas Day Mass 10:30 a.m. 

Our maximum capacity is – 100 per mass.  Please enter through the Main Entrance to on 6th Street to check-in.  The south 

side door will be locked, but the elevator will still be available. 

At St. Michael’s – 336-2505 – Christmas Eve Mass 2p.m.; Christmas Day Mass 8:30 a.m. 

Our maximum capacity is – 125 per mass.  Please enter through the Main Entrance to check-in. 

 

Remembering Your Parish at Christmas 

As we celebrate the great gift of Jesus among us at Christmas we are reminded to be generous to each 

other. As you prepare your gifts for each other, we ask that you remember the work of sharing the 

message of the birth of the Savior we do at our parish also. The Christmas collection is one of the most 

important collections of the year, and we ask that you prayerfully consider a gift to the parish this 

Christmas. Your generosity helps us to continue to proclaim glad tidings of great joy. 

 

Decorating of St. Mary’s Church for  

Christmas will be done at 8:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, December 22.  All help is welcomed! 

 

AREA FAITH COMMUNITY 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS      

 
~ There will be NO Religious Ed Classes for St. Mary's and St. Michael's on 
December 23rd and 30th.  Classes will resume January 6th.   
Merry Christmas! 
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To our Religious Education students for helping with the church cleaning 

for Christmas.  You kids are awesome!! 

 

NEWS FROM ST. MARY’S IN TRACY 

~ LOCKING THE CHURCH: St. Mary’s basement will be locked at about 2:30 p.m. and the upper church about 
6 p.m. If you need to get a pie see Jan LaVoy or one of the staff to let you in. If you need to get inside for 
meetings or other needs, contact Keith Schons 507-629-4289 or Jan LaVoy 507-829-2755 to get the doors 
opened for you. 

 
Bulletin Ads:   We are once again selling a full year of advertising blocks on the back of the 

Our Lady of the Prairie Area Faith Community weekly bulletin for 2020.    Letters have been 
sent out to current advertisers.  Please call Elise Lanoue 629-3252 or Jan LaVoy 829-2755 if 
you are interested in an advertising space. 
 

Stewardship Report Dec. 13, 2020 

Adult offering:  $7650.16; Loose Plate:  $50.00. Total given: $7700.16 

Total needed/week: $5,003.85 

 

Debt Reduction/Ins.:  $21.86; School Memorials:  $50.00; School Gift:  $400.00; Immaculate Conception:  

$198.00; Christmas Flowers:  $125.00 

 
Liturgical Ministers for Thurs., Dec. 24, 2020 at 5 p.m. 

(If you are not able to participate, or do not feel comfortable with participating at this time, please find a substitute 

or let us know ahead of time so we can find a replacement.) 

Lector: Marlene Halfmann   Cantor:  Katie Lanoue 

Servers:  Lawton and Nolan Verlinde   

Ushers: Michael Lenertz, Fred Timmerman, Joe VanMoer, Gary Peterson 

 

Liturgical Ministers for Fri., Dec. 25, 2020 at 10:30 a.m. 

(If you are not able to participate, or do not feel comfortable with participating at this time, please find a substitute 

or let us know ahead of time so we can find a replacement.) 

Lector: Garvin VanMoer   Cantor:  Rachel Pryzbilla 

Servers:  Madison Johnson and Hailey Hubner   Eucharistic Minister:  

Ushers: Michael Lenertz, Joe VanMoer,  

 

Liturgical Ministers for Sunday, Dec. 27, 2020 at 10:30 a.m. 

(If you are not able to participate, or do not feel comfortable with participating at this time, please find a substitute 

or let us know ahead of time so we can find a replacement.) 

Lector: Tom Lenertz   Cantor:  Monica Dieter 

Servers:  Neven & Weston Marten 

Ushers: Michael Lenertz, Fred Timmerman, Joe VanMoer, Gary Peterson 

Money Counters for Dec. 28:  Patty Lessman and Kathy Swift 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM ST. MICHAEL’S IN MILROY  
 

ADORATION is a time of silent reflection and prayer many Catholics practice 

regularly.  It is a time to commune with God, emptying all worries and anxiety out of 

your heart, body, mind and soul. St. Michael’s will have a time slot open for 

Adoration. Would you consider spending an hour with Jesus once a week?  Please call 

507-828-2171 and we can find the time that works for you.  8:00 – Noon. PLEASE 

CHECK THE ADORATION SCHEDULE on the bulletin board in case we are short 

a person on Thursday.  Thanks. 
. 

 

Communal celebration of the  

Sacrament of Reconciliation . 
Today, December 20, a celebration  of the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

will be offered  at the Church of St. Michael in Milroy at 2:30 p.m.  
We will have 4 priests in attendance.  

If you canõt make this one there is another celebration at  
Holy Redeemer at 4:00 p.m. today  

 
We encourage you to attend one of these services in preparation for 

the coming of the Lord at Christmas.  
  
 
 
Stewardship Report for Dec. 13, 2020 

Adult offering:  $1830.00; Loose Plate: $402.75.  Total:  $2363.00   Needed each week:  $1630.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCW NEWS  
TRACY:  (Mtgs. 6:30 p.m. First Thurs in Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct., Dec.) 
Next Large Function— St. Theresa – Marlene Halfmann & LuAnn Engel 

Next Small Function – St Ann –Dorothy Algyer and Gwen Johnson 

SHEPHERD OF THE FIELD for 2020-21:  For St. Mary’s in Tracy – Rev. Father Philip 

Schotzko, 1820 W Welco Drive, St. Peter, MN 56082.  Birthday:  July 20; Ordination Date:  May 29, 

1977; Retired 

MILROY:  Next Funeral is Circle 1. 

SHEPHERD OF THE FIELD for 2020-21: For St. Michael’s in Milroy – Dcn. Steven Spilman, 

305 Zimmerman Rd., Courtland, MN 56021-9733.  Birthday:  Nov. 27; Ordained, April, 21, 2012. 

Deacon 

Regular or Ground Coffee Available 
$12/bag Honey Nut $10/bag others 

 Contact Alita Lenertz,  507-629-4145 or the Parish office 
 

Celebrating birthdays this week at St. Michaels 
Dec. 20-26 

          Daniel Christiensen     Gage Determan           Brian Johnson  
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Liturgical Ministers for Christmas Eve Thurs. Dec. 24, 2020 at 2 p.m. 

Lector: Jen Coudron       Servers:   Tanner Hauger & Brody Hauger   Organist:  Doris Cauwels        

Eucharistic Minister:      Cantor:  Jean Schmidt                   

Ushers: Mike Baune, Dean Vroman, Derick Determan, Ken Parker 

 

Liturgical Ministers for Christmas Fri., Dec. 25, 2020 at 8:30 a.m. 

Lector:   Don Schmidt       Servers:  Nick Schmitt and Alex Schuh Organist:  Carol Snyder        

Eucharistic Minister:  Eli Welu   Cantor:  Neil Dolan                    

Ushers: Mike Baune, Dean Vroman, Derick Determan, Ken Parker 

 

Liturgical Ministers for Sun., Dec. 27, 2020 at 8:30 a.m. 

Lector:   Neil Dolan       Servers:  Sydney LaVoy    Organist:  Carole Snyder        

Eucharistic Minister:  Andrea Dolan   Cantor:  Jean and John Schmitt                    

Ushers: Mike Baune, Dean Vroman, Derick Determan, Ken Parker 

Money Counters: Melvin & Bev Welu, Greg and Wanda Debbaut 

 
 

"Do not be afraid;  

for behold,  

I proclaim to you good news 

of great joy  

that will be for all the 

people.ó 

 

 

       

 

Welcome Child of Our Dreams,  

Mighty Savior and  

Prince of Peace!  

 

 

 

 

The priests and staffs of the parishes of  

 the Our Lady of the Prairie Area Faith Community  

 wish you and your families  

all the joy, light and peace of this holy day.   



 

 

 


