
  Our Lady of the  

Prairie Area Faith  

Community  
July 10, 2022 

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Pastor ïFr. Anthony Stubeda, 507-532-5711   

(Holy Redeemer Church, Marshall) 

Senior Associate Pastor ïFr. Andrew Michels, 507-766-3678  

Senior Associate Pastor - Rev. Dennis Labat, 507-829- 2412  

                     Associate Pastor ï Fr. Shawn Polman 

Websites:  www.ourladyoftheprairie-afc.org   ~    www.holy-redeemer.com

St. Maryôs Church 
 249 6th Street, Tracy, MN  56175 

 507-629-4075, stmary@iw.net 

Mass times:   

8:30 a.m. Wednesdays,  

8:30 a.m. Fridays 

10:30 a.m. Sundays 

Confessions times 

30 Minutes before Sunday Masses;  

11 a.m. Saturdays 

Contact information 

 Secretary:   

Carol Strand, 507-629-4075 

stmary@iw.net 

Religious Education Coordinator 

Diann Timmerman, 507-401-1038, 

resaintmary@gmail.com 

Maintenance   

Tim Amick, 507-829-5197 

Prayer Network   

Alita Lenertz:  507-629-4145 

Lota Hannasch, 507-629-4866 

WG Prayer Line   

Pam Baumann, 507-859-2503 

 

St. Maryôs School 
 225 6th Street, Tracy, MN 56175 

 507-629-3270 

www.stmarysschooltracy.org 

Office Hours 

8:00 a.m. ï 4:00 p.m.  

Monday ï Friday 

Contact information   

Principal: Lisa Dieter, 

lisa.dieter.sms@gmail.com 
Secretary 

 Chris Schons, 

chris.schons.sms@gmail.com 

School Cafeteria  

Gwen Johnson, 507-629-3841 

Maintenance 

Tim Amick, 507-829-5197 

St. Michaelôs Church 
200 Euclid Ave, Milroy, MN 56263 

507-336-2505 

stmichael@mnval.net 

Mass times 

5:30 p.m. Tuesdays & Thursdays 

8:30 a.m. Sundays 

Confessions times 

30 Minutes before all Masses 

Contact information 

Pastoral Associates 

Don & Jean Schmidt, 507-336-2583 

stmichael@mnval.net 

djschmidt@mnval.net 

Religious Education Coordinator:  

Suzanne Lightfoot, 507-336-2505 

restmichaels@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper 

Kami Parker, 507-828-6515 

Church Cleaner:   

Linda Dolan, 507-829-1032 

Groundskeeper: 

Larry Karsten, 507-336-2624

Baptisms:  Contact Diann Timmerman at the 
{ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ όŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
{ǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎύ         
Marriages:  Contact Priest at least 6 months 

prior to the desired wedding date for 
preparation requirements. 
Hospitalized or ill parishioners:  Contact 

Priest. 
New Ulm Diocese Catholic Charities:  

Counseling and adoptions toll-free at 1-866-
670-5163. 
FORMED.org audio-videos:  

www.ourladyoftheprairie-afc.formed.org, or 
www.formed.org access code #YW2JXQ 
 

http://www.ourladyoftheprairie-afc.org/
http://www.holy-redeemer.com/
mailto:lisa.dieter.sms@gmail.com
mailto:Chris.schons.sms@gmail.com
mailto:stmichael@mnval.net
mailto:stmichael@mnval.met
mailto:restmichaels@gmail.com
http://www.ourladyoftheprairie-afc.formed.org/
http://www.formed.org/


Other local Mass times: 

Campus Religious Center, SMSU, Marshall:  12:00 p.m. Tuesdays & Thursdays (while school is in session); 6:00 p.m. Sundays. 

 

Holy Redeemer Church, Marshall:   5:30 p.m. Mondays; 7 a.m. Tuesday ï Friday; 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Saturdays and 8 a.m., 10 a.m., & 12:30 p.m. 

(Spanish) Sundays. 

 

St. Maryôs, Cottonwood:   9:00 a.m. Sundays, 5:30 p.m. Wednesday 

 

UPCOMING AT OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIE AREA FAIT H COMMUNITY:  
 

Sun., July 10: 8:00 a.m. Confessions at St. Michaelôs in  Milroy  

  8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Michaelôs in Milroy  

     + David Louwagie 

 10-10:20 a.m. Confessions at St. Maryôs in Tracy 

 10:30 a.m. Mass at St. Maryôs in Tracy  

     + Judy Ourada 

 

Tues., July 12: 1:30 p.m. Mission Group at St. Maryôs in Tracy 

 5:00 p.m. Confessions at St. Michaels in Milroy 

 5:30 p.m. Mass at St. Michaels in Milroy 

    + Sherry Brickner 

 

Wed., July 13:  8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Maryôs in Tracy 

   +  Bob McCoy 

            

Thurs., July 14: 8:30 a.m.  Mass at Country View in Walnut Grove 

   +  Bill Baxter 

 8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Michaelôs in Milroy 

   + Scott Skoblik 

 

Fri., July 15: 8:30 a.m.  Mass at St. Maryôs in Tracy 

     +  Paul Soupir 

    

Sat., July 16: 11:00 a.m. Confessions at St. Maryôs in Tracy. 

 

 

Sun., July 17: 8:00 a.m. Confessions at St. Michaelôs in  Milroy  

  8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Michaelôs in Milroy  

     + Lloyd Welu 

 10-10:20 a.m. Confessions at St. Maryôs in Tracy 

 10:30 a.m. Mass at St. Maryôs in Tracy  

     +  Mary Ann Blanchette 

 
 

Prayer Network prayers for healing for all the sick and other needs in the area faith community especially: Person undergoing testing needing 

prayers desperately; Young girl with leukemia; JoAnn recovering from cancer; Someone having medical tests; Gentlemen with hip problems; Woman 

with complications after surgery; Jeff Knuth; Jeremy Dodson; Sharon Vandewiele; Tony Vetter; David & Alicia Schonhardt and family; Randy Simons; 

Lu Brewers; Melissa Janssen; Ken Brewers; Becky Lanoue; Larry Buysse; Caroline Hermins; Mary Bryne; Mayson Marus; Cathy Verly; Kathy 

Brockway; Neil & Marie Steinkamp; Ric Morgan; Evie Stadick; Bonnie Boerboom; Mary Leonard; Larry Karsten.  If you know of someone who 

should now be removed from the sick list, please let the rectory know. Names will be left on the list for 1 month and then taken off, if you wish them 

put on again please contact the office we will gladly put them on again 

Pray for safety for all those serving in the mili tary from our families and from our communities especially: Parker Paluch, Trent 

Smidt, LeRoy Johnson, Aaron Moudry, Lucas Karnes, Troy Sik, Joe Goodnow, Stuart Stroman, Patrick Carnahan, Brad & Andrea Bond, 

Travis Davis, Martin Hamsa, Cole DeBlieck, Patricia Baker, Pat Weisbrich, and Troy Baumann. 

TO LIVE STREAM  

 GO TO  

 www.holy-redeemer.com/live.html 

 

http://www.holy-redeemer.com/live.html


{¢Φ a!w¸Ω{ !w9! C!L¢I /haa¦bL¢¸ /!¢Ih[L/ {/Ihh[  

Week of  July 10- 16 
 

Summer Scrip Schedule: Brockway-Brown Clinic will  be the summer pick -up and 

drop-off location for summer scrip orders:  
Questions?  Please call or text Mary at 507 -828 -7930  

 

School memorials received in memory of Audrey Koopman, Homer Dobson, Kevin Arnold, 

Gerald Hoffman and Virginia Surpre nant  

 

 

St. Maryõs is a Christ- centered school  where all enter to 

learn and exit to serve.  

 

 

 
OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIE FAITH COMMUNITY NEWS:     
NOTE:  PLEASE HAVE ANY ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE BULLETIN IN BY WEDNESDAY 10:00 A.M.  PLEASE 

SEND ALL BULLETIN INFORMATION TO THE CHURCH OFFICE - e-mail use: stmary@iw.net or call the office 

629-4075 

 

  
 

Beginning Experience of SW MN/Marshall, a peer ministry support group for widowed, separated and divorced people is offering 

its "Coping With Life Alone" Series for ten weeks beginning July 11, 2022. This series is designed for those wishing to work through 
the grieving process following the loss of a loved one.  The Monday night sessions begin at 7:00 P.M. at the First Lutheran Church on 
Church and ñAò Street in Marshall, MN.  Registration will be held starting at 6:30 P.M. on July 11 and July 18.  Registration is then 
closed for that session.  The support group is open to people of all denominations.  There is a $75 fee to cover the cost of materials. If 
you wish to pre-register or have other questions, contact us at: swmnbe@gmail.com or call: 

 

 

St. Maryôs Knights of  Columbus next      

              meeting will be July 25, 2022 

            6:30 p.m. 

      St. Maryôs Church 

ST. MARYΩS  
CALENDAR 
WINNERS  

July 1 - $100 - Marie Gervais 

July 8 - $100 Paul Schumacher 

Regular or Ground Coffee 

Available 
$14/bag Honey Nut (limited amt.) 

$12/bag others 
Contact Alita Lenertz,  507-629-4145 or 

Coffee also available at Parish 

Office ς  Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 12 noon 

 CCW NEWS  
TRACY:   (Mtgs. 6:30 p.m. First Thurs in Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct., Dec.) 

Next Function  -  St. Agnes:  Patty Lessman and Linda Rogers 

SHEPHERD OF THE FIELD for 2021-22:  For St. Maryôs in Tracy ï Fr Cornelius 

Ezeiloaku, 605 N State St, New Ulm, MN 56073-1866.  Birthday August 20, Ordination August 

16, 2003. 

MILROY :  Next Funeral is Circle 1. 

SHEPHERD OF THE FIELD for 201 -22: For St. Michaelôs in Milroy - Rev. Father Philip 

Schotzko, 1820 W Welco Drive, St. Peter, MN 56082.  Birthday:  July 20; Ordination Date:  

May 29, 1977; Retired 

mailto:stmary@iw.net
mailto:swmnbe@gmail.com
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was another great success! 

 Our 307 guests had a very enjoyable afternoon. 

Raffle Winners are: Elise LanoueτHostas 

   Diane Vogland of RenvilleτGarden Cart & Garden Accessories 

   Diane Draper of TracyτQuilted Throw 

   Cheryl Lenertz of Tracyτн {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ tƛŜǎ 

THANK YOU TO: 
Our Garden Hosts:  Lori & Val Eberspacher, Jean & Don Schmidt, Wild Acres Park/George Lanoue Family, City of Milroy for the 

use of their Park; Amy & Jamie Larsen and Carole Snyder.  You are where it all begins.  Without you this day would not have been 

possible.  The spaces that you have created are beautiful. 

Quilters:  Rose Kramer & Angie Orren, Marilyn Schmidt, Elvera Benson, Margie Fraser, Jolynn & Jada Johns, Janna Milbradt, 

Patty Christensen, Grace Coudron and other various quilters.  Your creations and colors are breathtaking. 

Val & Lori Eberspacher:  for allowing us to serve our pie and ice cream at your site.  To your family and friends who assisted at 

the site.  You hospitality and helpfulness were so very much appreciated. 

The Lanoue Family:  for their volunteers and assistance at the park.  The staging and setting up your area was so greatly 

appreciated.  We know it took a lot of time and hands. 

Catholic United Financial:  David Schonhardt for the CUF financial support. 

Raffle Item Donors:  Jolynn Johns for the comfy throw and pillow, Elise Lanoue for the garden cart and gardening  accessories, 

Lynn Verlinde for the gardening apron, and Jesse James for the Hostas.  

Pie Ladies: for making and baking the 47 pies. 

Suzanne Schmiesing: of Schmiesing Flower Farm for the plants displayed in the Milroy Park. 

Sis Beierman: for baskets and memorabilia displayed at the Milroy Park. 

Karen Lanoue: for the delicious angel food cake. 

Volunteer workers:  it takes many to make this wƻǊƪΦ ²Ŝ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ά¸Ŝǎέ ǿƘŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΦ 

Confirmations students:  Jada Johns, Madison Johnson & Sophia Dieter.  We hope these times in parish service instills the 

importance of being part of your parish family wherever you go. 

Youth :  Golf cart drivers, quilt hangers and various duties you assisted with.   

wƻǎŜ ϧ [ȅƴƴ DƻƭǘȊΩǎ DǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ:  Hallee & Grady for golf cart driving. 

Ice Cream:  Thank you Tom and Cheryl Lenertz for your generous donation. 

Nicole & Dru Larson:  for donating all of the ice needed. 

Wheels Across the Prairie:  for the use of their touring trailer.  It was greatly appreciated by many! 

Golf Carts & Rangers:  Dale Johnson, Stone Creek Farm, Pat Dolan, Aaron VanMoer, Corey Schmidt, Val & Lori 

 Eberspacher  & Don Schmidt.  Our guests greatly appreciated the assistance with walking. 

Minnwest Bank:  for displaying our raffle items. 

Sanford Tracy: for the bottles of water to keep our guests hydrated. 

Brockway Brown Vet Clinic:  for loaning us magnets to hang our quilts. 

Tracy Food Pride:  for loaning the bread trays to transfer our pies. 

Marshall Animal Health:  for loaning us magnets to hang our quilts. 

City of Tracy: for the loan of flagmen signs. 

Tracy Chamber of Commerce: for the two A frame boards. 

Kim Roggatz: for manning our Facebook page.  (continue to watch for updates Tracy ,MN Area Garden & Quilts Tour) 
Above the Fold and Marshall Independent: for the features leading up to our event & for getting the word out. 

All Advertisers:  all newspapers, radio station, area churches, HyVee Trader etc.  All who helped to spread the word .  Thank you to River 

Valley Woman Magazine for doing an article on our event. 

To our guests & all who supported our Raffle. 

And most of all, GOD:  He had his hand in everything and everyone from the beautiful weather to his creations that made it an 

unbelievable day. 

You can see from this list that it not only takes an entire Parish Family but a wonderful community as well.  Thank You! 

Where will we go next?  We are always open to suggestions and offers.   

--Garden Tour Committee:  Jolynn Johns, Becky Averill, Jan LaVoy, Denise Weedman & Elise Lanoue  

     (We would welcome anyone that would like to join in the planning of this event!) 



 

b9²{ Cwha {¢Φ a!w¸Ω{ Lb TRACY 
~ LOCKING THE CHURCH: St. Maryôs basement will be locked at about 2:30 p.m. and the upper church 

about 6 p.m. If you need to get a pie, see Jan LaVoy or one of the staff to let you in. If you need to get inside for 

meetings or other needs, contact Keith Schons 507-626-0378 or Jan LaVoy 507-829-2755 to get the doors opened 

for you.  

 

Prayer Shawls ς The prayer shawls are available  now in the Parish Office.  Contact Carol if you are in need 
ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƘƻǳǊǎΦ  снф-4075. 

 

{¢Φ a!w¸Ω{ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ of ushers, lectors, and families to bring up the gifts at Offertory.  Please 

contact Carol at Parish office if you are willing to be on the schedule.  The more parishioners we have 

participating the easier it is for all. 

 

Stewardship Report Sun., July 3, 2022 
Adult offering  $2211.00  Plate:  249.00  

Total Given:  $2460.00  Total needed/week: $  

School Gift: $375.00;  Mass Int: $60.00;  Peterôs Pence:  $20.00 

School Memorials:  $220.00 

Capital Campaign:  $3700.00  ï Total given: $34305.28 

 

 

 
bŜȄǘ tƘŀǎŜ wŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƘŜƭǇΦ !ǧŜƴŘ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜϥƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜΣ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ƻǇǝƻƴ ǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŀȄ ƛƳǇŀŎǘΦ aŀƪŜ ǎƳŀǊǘŜǊΣ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ 
ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŦŀƛǘƘ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴΦ [ŜŀǊƴ 
ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ !ǧŜƴŘ wŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘΥ IŜƭǇŦǳƭ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ bŜȄǘ tƘŀǎŜ 
ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ оǊŘ ŀǘ сΥол ǇΦƳΦ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ¢ǊŀŎȅΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ Ƙƻǎǘ ƛǎ 
!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ /ŀǎŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ 5ŀǾƛŘ {ŎƘƻƴƘŀǊŘǘ ƻŦ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭΦ /ŀƭƭ тсоΦстлΦфлру ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ŘǎŎƘƻƴƘŀǊŘǘϪŎŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǳƴƛǘŜŘΦƻǊƎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻǊ ǘƻ w{±tΦ 

 

AREA FAITH COMMUNITY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
Diann Timmerman and Suzanne Lightfoot Directors 

 

~ New Altar Servers needed! If you are 3rd-11th grader who is interested in being an altar server (and havenôt been trained 
before), please contact Suzanne or Diann.  We will start training soon. 

 
~Planning has begun for our Religious Education year.  
There will be a PARENT MEETING on Sunday, September 11th at St. Michaelôs after the 8:30 Mass.  
There will be a PARENT MEETING on Sunday, September 11th at St. Maryôs after the 10:30 Mass. 

ADORATION AT  

ST. MARYôS  
There will be no Adoration 

for the months of July & 

August. 
 

Liturgical Ministers for Sun., July 17, 2022 at 10:30 a.m. 

Lector:   Jenna Buyck       Cantor:  Carla VandeWiele 

Eucharistic Minister:  Jeanine Vandendriessche 

Gifts:   Steve & Carol Buyck 

Servers:  Clara & Elizabeth Buyck 

Ushers:  Tony Rolling, Jeff Buyck, Rod Be  nson, Dave Vandendriessche 

Money Counters: July 18:  Kathy Swift & Patty Lessman 

 

Covid Tests 
We have Free Covid Tests at St. 

Maryôs Parish office if you are in 

need of one. 

 

mailto:dschonhardt@catholicunited.org


 
~Confirmation students: Please continue working on your requirements. Contact Suzanne or Diann to turn in completed 

items. 
~Confirmation will be held on Sunday, October 16th @ 3 pm. Please pray for our students as they complete their 

preparation for the Sacrament. 
 

 

b9²{ Cwha {¢Φ aL/I!9[Ω{ Lb aL[wh¸ 

ADORATION is a time of silent reflection and prayer many Catholics practice regularly.  It is a time 
to commune with God, emptying all worries and anxiety out of your heart, body, mind and soul. St. 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ a time slot open for Adoration which is held in the church.  Everyone welcome.  
Would you consider spending an hour with Jesus once a week?  Please call 507-828-2171 and we can 
find the time that works for you.  8:00 ς Noon. PLEASE CHECK THE ADORATION SCHEDULE on the 
bulletin board in case we are short a person on Thursday.  Thanks. 

We are looking for people to fill the 9 a.m. spot on the 2nd &  3rd Thursday of each month.  Can you help? 
 

 

  Keep in your prayers: Don Swedzinski,  Special Intention,  Julius and Diane Walters, Lori Dolan, Rich Brey, 
Joe Zwach, David Coudron, Phyllis Lanoue, Richard Warner, Pat Fogelson, Ty Sik and any other parishioners 

who are sick who I may have missed. 

 
 

 

Stewardship Report July 3, 2022 
Adult offering:  $885.00   

Loose Plate: $67.00  Total: $952.00 
Total needed each week:  $1,615.00 

 
 

 

 

July 17, 2022 - Following 8:30 AM Mass (approx.. 9:30 -11:00 AM) 
What:  Breakfast (Coffee and Rolls)   

Shower gifts should be things Fr. Shawn /rectory could use. Ideas are on the board in the Entrance of 
Church. But, if you have other ideas, GREAT! EVERYONE Please come and meet  Fr. Shawn 

Liturgical Ministers for  Sun., July 17, 2022 8:30 a.m.  

Lector:  Neil Dolan  Cantor:   Margaret & Alex Schuh 

Servers: Elizabeth Coudron, Levi Hauger, Brody Hauger 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Emily Welu and Ken Lanoue 

Organist:  Carole Snyder    Gifts:    Anthony Dolan family 

Ushers:    
Money Counters:  Ron Schmidt, Dean and Alice Vroman 
\ 

Open House Birthday Party for Rita LaVoy  

Sunday, July 31st from 1 - 3pm! 

Come 'n Go Open House  
celebration in the social room at Hill Street Place in 

Marshall  

Stop in and wish Rita a Happy 90th Birthday!   
 

 

The family of David and Pat (VanOverbeke) Zwach  

 is hosting a card shower in honor of the coupleôs 60th wedding anniversary on 

Thursday, July 21, 2022.   
Their journey started back in 1962 where they both said, ñI doò at Holy Redeemer in Marshall.  They have had an amazing 60 years that has 

blessed them with 5 children, 8 grandchildren, 3 great-grandchildren and number 4 on the way!   

Cards of congratulations will reach them at 1626 Thunderbird Road, Marshall, MN 56258. 

New decorative steel 

arch installed at the 

cemetery to accent the 

Saint Michaelôs 

monument. 



 

 
 

Be Careful what you Ask 

In one of my favorite novels, ñTo Kill a Mockingbird,ò the protagonist Scout in talking about how questions 

at a trial function, comments, ñNever, never, never, on cross-examination ask a 

witness a question you don't already know the answer to, was a tenet I absorbed 

with my baby-food.ò  This points out that if you are not reasonably sure of the 

answer, you may hear something that you do not want to hear or that harms your 

case. This advice might have been useful for the scholar of the law in todayôs 

Gospel.  

The scholar is trying to get Jesus to define the limits of the command to love our 

neighbor. In effect, he is asking, ñWhom do I have to love?ò Putting it more 

bluntly, his question asks, ñWhom can I exclude from my circle of concern, care 

and mercy?ò Jesusô startling response turns the question on its head and makes a 

surprising demand on the questioner.  

The parable of the Good Samaritan is hard to understand from our cultural point 

of view. The priestôs and Leviteôs response to the needs of the beaten and battered traveler thrown by the side 

of the road seem to be callous and uncaring, which they certainly are, but they are also perfectly 

understandable as an effort to maintain ritual purity and holiness in accord with Jewish law. In this instance, 

the Law allows them to continue on their journey without incurring any bar to the performance of their ritual 

duties and to make a perfectly acceptable argument for not responding. The Samaritan, on the other hand, 

who is one of the most despised and distrusted members of society, and who simply by his identity is 

expected to be evil and uncaring, stops, tends to the wounded man and makes himself responsible for his care 

and restoration. The Samaritan goes beyond duty and enters the realm of compassion and mercy. What began 

as a request for the limits of love has yielded a surprising response. A question that began with the hope of 

limiting duty now becomes an expansive invitation to mercy. You become a neighbor through merciful love, 

and all who need your love and mercy are your neighbors.  

Jesus gives us an unexpected example of mercy and compassion, and then reminds us that the road to eternal 

life is one of merciful, generous and overflowing love. The examiner has become the examined, and the 

opponent receives an invitation to join in Jesusô mission of mercy. We who follow Jesus are called to become 

the living mercy of God in the world. As Godôs mercy fills our hearts and lives, we are called to fill t he 

world with the same overwhelming love, mercy and generosity. We receive Jesusô invitation to join in his 

saving work. We are left with the challenge of becoming missionaries of his mercy and living signs of Godôs 

presence in a broken and bruised world. 

Fr. Tony Stubeda 

 

               Celebrating Birthdays at St. Michaels  

            July 10 ς July 16 
Blake Knott, JoAnn Dolan, Cooper Dolan, Brian Duscher, John Sik 



 

Fr. Tony Stube 


